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Fr. Joshua Scott (Interim Administrator)
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 8th September, 2024
BUNGENDORE PARISH TEAM Phone: 6238 1247
Fr Joshua Scott : joshua.scott@cg.org.au or 6299 4611 Email: bungendore@cg.org.au
Baptisms: Baptisms will be on 1st & 3rd Sunday during Mass. Website: http://cg.org.au/bungendore/Home.aspx
Please email or ring the parish office to arrange a baptism. Secretary- Julie-Ann
Weddings: Please contact Parish office; at least six months Office - Wednesday - 10:30am - 5:00pm
notice required. Thursday—9:00am—3:30pm

BUNGENDORE, BRAIDWOOD and REGION MASS TIMES

Bungendore : Sunday 8.30am; Weekday Mass: Wednesday 9am

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 1st & 3rd Sunday after Mass

Braidwood: Saturday 5.00pm (Starting 2nd March)

Gundaroo: 2nd & 4th Sunday 10:30am Baptisms will be conducted during Mass on these dates.

Today is Safeguarding Sunday

The Catholic Church in Australia will mark Safeguarding Sunday 2024 on the 8th September, at the conclusion of
National Child Protection Week. Safeguarding Sunday seeks to acknowledge the immense damage caused by the
sexual abuse of children and adults at risk, including by priests, religious and lay people within Catholic contexts.
It makes a commitment to practices and protocols that create and maintain safe environments for all people. It
invites people to pray for those harmed by abuse directly and indirectly.

This year Safeguarding Sunday has adopted the theme of National Child Protection Week - “Every conversation
matters”. Embracing this theme, we are reminded that every conversation about safeguarding matters. Children
and adults at risk are more likely to raise concerns and issues in an organisation that empowers and listens to
them, and creating space for children and adults to have a say in decisions that affect them is an integral part of
every safe organisation.

The Parish of St Mary’s Bungendore and the Archdiocese of Canberra-Goulburn are committed to the care,
wellbeing and protection of children, young people and people at risk in our community.

Mindful of the theme for National Child Protection Week, may we work to create safe spaces where we can
have meaningful conversations with children and adults at risk about their safety.

It is a requirement in NSW for anyone over the age of 18 years involved with activities with children to hold a
current Working with Children Check (WWCC). Our parish is committed to the safeguarding of children and
vulnerable persons and complying with Archdiocesan and Government requirements for Working with Children
Check (WWCC). Audits are conducted at the end of March & September and all parishes in the Archdiocese are
required to comply.

Please help us to maintain accurate records for the audits by ensuring your WWCC is current.

The Parish of St Mary’s, Bungendore acknowledges the Ngunnawal and Ngambri people, the
Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for many thousands of years.
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation.
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Entrance Antiphon

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right;
treat your servant in accord with your merciful love.

First reading
Isaiah 35:4-7

Say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

‘Look, your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,

the retribution of God,;

he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,

then the lame shall leap like a deer

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy;

for water gushes in the desert,
streams in the wasteland,

the scorched earth becomes a lake,
the parched land springs of water.

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) Praise the Lord, my soul!

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.)

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bound down,
the Lord who loves the just,

the Lord, who protects the stranger. (R.)

The Lord upholds the widow and orphan,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.

The Lord will reign for ever,

Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.)

Second reading
James 2:1-5

My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus
Christ, our glorified Lord, with the making of
distinctions between classes of people. Now suppose a
man comes into your synagogue, beautifully dressed
and with a gold ring on, and at the same time a poor
man comes in, in shabby clothes, and you take notice
of the well-dressed man, and say, ‘Come this way to
the best seats’; then you tell the poor man, ‘Stand over
there’ or ‘You can sit on the floor by my foot-rest.’
Can’t you see that you have used two different
standards in your mind, and turned yourselves into
judges, and corrupt judges at that?

Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor
according to the world that God chose, to be rich in
faith and to be the heirs to the kingdom which he
promised to those who love him.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.

Alleluia!

Gospel
Mark 7:31-37

Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way
of Sidon towards the sea of Galilee, right through the
Decapolis region. And they brought him a deaf man
who had an impediment in his speech; and they asked
him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in
private, away from the crowd, put his fingers into the
man’s ears and touched his tongue with spittle. Then
looking up to heaven he sighed; and he said to him,
‘Ephphatha,’ that is, ‘Be opened.” And his ears were
opened, and the ligament of his tongue was loosened
and he spoke clearly. And Jesus ordered them to tell
no one about it, but the more he insisted, the more
widely they published it. Their admiration was
unbounded. ‘He has done all things well,” they said ‘he
makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’

Communion Antiphon

Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my God;

my soul is thirsting for God, the living God.

Today we celebrate with
Helen & Neville McMartin of
Gundaroo who are renewing their
vows on their 4oth Anniversary!!

Congratulations on this wonderful
achievement and example of enduring
commitment to each other. May you

enjoy many movre years of wedded
bliss.
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PARISH NEWS

Prayer for Vocations—Pray for our Parish

Lord of the Harvest,

Help men and women to hear the call and to serve in
the Archdiocese of Canberra-Goulburn.

Our needs are great and our people thirst for your
presence.

Open the hearts of many, raise up faithful servants of
the gospel, dedicated, holy priests, sisters, brothers
and deacons, who will spend themselves for your
people and their needs.

Bless those who are serving now with courage and
perseverance.

Grant that many will be inspired by their example
and faith.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Wednesdays @ St Mary’s—9am Prayer and
Communion Service followed by Rosary.

Join us after at The Gathering for a cuppa
Fridays @ St Mary’s—9am Rosary and Reflection

Social Sunday—15th September join us after Mass

For direct credit payments to the Parish:
BSB: 062-786 ACC: 00014851

NAME: St Mary’s Parish Bungendore
Reference: NAME

NEWS FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE
AND BEYOND

Living in the Divine Will Retreat

Fri 13th Sept 2024 @ 5:00PM — Sun 15th Sept 2024 @
after lunch

St Clement's Conference Centre, Kalangan Rd,
Galong NSW 2585

Presented by Fr Hugh Thomas C.Ss.R and Fr Emil
Milat, the talks focus on how various saints and
mystics draw us to live in the holiness of God.
For more information, contact Fr Emil Milat
emil.milat@cg.org.au

Book direct 02 6380 5222

email: info@stclement.com.au

Marymead CatholicCare Spring Garage &
Plant Sale

Saturday 14" September 9am- 1pm

255 Goyder Street Narrabundah

Join us for a fun-filled day where you can find
everything from plants to home goods, and even
some unique treasures you didn't know you needed!

Come, Holy Spirit - Archdiocesan Assembly
Canberra, Narooma, Cooma, Young & Goulburn
18th-20th October (Fri-Sun)

This will focus on celebrating the Year of the Holy
Spirit and explore new opportunities for
evangelisation and synodality in the life and mission
of our local Church going forward.

Info, registration and formation materials online at :

https://www.cgevangelisation.org.au/assembly/

Please pray for:- Frank Shugg, Margaret Mikkelsen, Erwin Feeken, Sheather family, Roger Cutbill, Diana Robertson, Luke Alam, Bob
Angel, Patrick Elwood, Peter Gagliardi, Annie Nikolaou, Magdalen Sillis, Stewart Briggs, Ed Cory, Cassandra Mallia, Bob Yates, Ann
Reardon, Mary Coombe, Wayne Smith, Karen Toscan, Pam Finch, Rene Mallia ,Ken & Cathy Vine, Elizabeth Van Gessel, Barb Rayner,

Fr. Mick Burke, Adrian van Prooyen, Carol-Jayne McManus, Katherine Southwell, Carmen Azzopardi, Mary McCullagh, Peter

Hugonnet, George Bishop-Lyras, Bishop Pat Power .
Recently Deceased:

Anniversaries:- Maureen Gordon, Jean (Roufeil) Robinson, Constance Reid, Garnet Peter Sherd, Moya White, Patrick Joseph
Campbell, Frances Dunn, Thomas Sparrow, James Harriott, Pauline McKie & John Leahy.

Church Cleaning Thanks!

SEPTEMBER : Pauline Segeri

Plaques for Memorial Wall

. 25,
We are now taking orders for N¥ e
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plaques for the memorial wall.
Please contact the office for more details.

The above format will be the one used.

Liturgical Roster

Sunday : 8th September, 2024 8:30 am
Minister of the Altar: Chris Murdock
R1; R2: Catherine Mueller & Mary-Anne Curran
Offertory: Jenny Amey & Helen Jewell
Welcomer: Julie-Ann Snudden

Sunday : 15th September, 2024 8:30 am
Minister of the Altar: lan Buckley
R1; R2: Catherine Mueller & Pauline Segeri
Offertory: Kolber Family
Welcomer: Julie-Ann Snudden

The scripture quotations contained in this bulletin are from the Jerusalem Bible ©1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Ltd, and are used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of
the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Reflection

Strangely, this week’s gospel about the healing of a man who was deaf and dumb is less about healing
than it is about Jesus being the Messiah. The theme is set up in the first reading when the prophet, Isaiah,
describes the signs by which the coming of the Messiah will be recognised: the blind will see; the deaf will
hear; the lame will leap; and the dumb will speak. When Jesus healed the man in the gospel story the
crowd were admiring of what he had done. They even exclaimed, ‘he makes the deaf hear and the dumb
speak.’ These words are a direct echo of the Isaiah text — they were recognising Jesus as fulfilling the
prophecies of the promised Messiah.

However, the passage also demonstrates to us that Jesus was trying to show the people that he was not
exactly the Messiah that many of them were anticipating. This healing story takes place in the region of
The Decapolis — south-east of the Galilee region and populated mostly by Gentiles. By travelling in this
area and working miraculous healings, Jesus is making the point that his mission is to all people, not just
‘the Chosen People’ of Israel. He commands the crowd who witnessed the healing to tell no one about it
but, filled with the idea that Jesus was the Messiah they had been waiting for, they broadcast the news.
Jesus wanted their silence because he knew that they did not fully understand the sort of Messiah that he
was. Only when they understood that this Messiah must suffer and die would he have allowed them to
speak of his deeds.

Gospel Focus — Ephphatha

The healing that Jesus works in this passage is perhaps one of the most ‘physical’ of his healing actions.
He puts his fingers in the man’s ears and places spittle on his tongue. It is an incredibly intimate contact
with a complete stranger and someone regarded as outcast and unclean because of his disabilities. When
Jesus speaks the word of healing, Ephphatha (‘Be opened’), he appears to be speaking not only to the
man but to all those listening. Be open to the possibility of embracing those you have cast out; be open to
a different understanding of Messiah.

Scriptural context — Isaiah’s Prophecy

All three synoptic gospel writers were at pains to demonstrate that Jesus was the fulfilment of the
prophecies of the scriptures. This reference to Isaiah’s prophecy appears in all three synoptic gospels. It
is perhaps most familiar in the context of the Gospel of Luke, where the gospel writer actually combines it
with a different passage from Isaiah and portrays Jesus as reading it in the synagogue as an
announcement of his mission (Lk 4: 16-21). It is good to have the Isaiah text as the first reading this week
and then see the way it is referred to in the gospel of the day.

Living the Gospel — Open to compassion

When Isaiah described the signs by which the Messiah would be recognised, he identified those people
who were isolated from society by their physical afflictions. He portrayed a Messiah who released them
from those afflictions and allowed them to re-enter society. That is what Jesus did time and time again. In
the healing of the deaf and dumb man, Jesus called on all those around him to also be opened - that their
hearts may be opened to compassion. Jesus calls to us through today’s gospel to also be open to
compassion and open to the needs of those around us.

a reflection from liturgyhelp.com by © Greg Sunter



